What makes a good A.V.?
Much of these notes have come from my own personal experiences in competing in both the APS Nationals and Adelaide International competitions, but also in being at the judging of these competitions (and seeing all of the shows) and as I am also on the APS AV committee, I get to talk to the judges afterwards (to ask their likes and dislikes).  Seeing other peoples work is one of the best ways to improve.  Show your friends and ask for their honest critique.  
Theme – The AV should have a theme or storey line to it.  Choose a subject and a range of images that have some relationship to each other.  It could be a holiday theme, a documentary of a particular subject, a creative selection of images using the same colour or photographic technique, an activity or a special event such as a wedding, a family outing, a sport or a festival.  It’s your choice.

Sequences of Images – For a good storey line, we often think a book should have an introduction, middle and an ending.  Think of your images the same way.  Your introductory image for your title should be plain and simple so you can write the Title text on it and not have too many distractions (same for end credits).

How Many Photos  –   For a 5 to 10 minute AV you will need approximately 100 to 200 images. If you have time, edit any blemishes such as dust spots and other imperfections out, they will become much more obvious if shown on a big screen/projector.

Order of images – Some themes are obvious as to the order of images such as a wedding or sports event.  But documentary types or nature themes can be more challenging.  The relationship between each image and its transition is also important. Think about the mini sequences of a subject within your AV such as a Beach theme - a natural sequence might involve looking at a big beach scene first, flowing out to the waves, drifting back to the beach sand and then zooming in on the small details (seaweed, shells, and rocks).  At the end of the day it is totally your choice, but it will be more enjoyable if you think about those subject inter-relationships.
Transitions – Transitions between images are important.  Once you have chosen a reasonable order of images you can then look at how to move between each one.  You will need to choose the timing of each slide, this is often dictated by what you do with it (panning or zooming).

Speed of Movement – Again it’s your choice, but too much movement can be distracting and can make you feel uneasy. Too fast and too much spinning movements often don’t work well. Often soft and gentle movements work best for weddings, nature, travel and the like.  But if you have fast paced sports action you may like to speed things up. Choose a movement in your slide (or a few slides) stop and play it back each time, if you are happy move on to the next.
Text – Should I have text in my AV?  You need to look at what message you are trying to get across to the audience. Sometimes you will need an introductory text page (with a few paragraphs) or sometimes you may need a few text slides within a show. Sometimes you will want to state the name of a place (travel, documentary) or name of an object (flower, animal, etc).  It is easy to put lots of text in a show, but sometimes it is best to think “do I really need it” especially if the image is self explanatory. Ask a friend (who hasn’t seen the show or theme) to critique your use of text.

Music – This is surprisingly important.  It will have a great impact on how your AV is viewed by others. It’s good to try and match this to the theme of your subject.  If it’s a wedding - the song might be dictated by personal choice of the bride and groom. If it’s a nature theme maybe a soft classical sound with wildlife noises within it.  A documentary needs careful selection (bushfires need somber music) and a sports of documentary may need a faster paced them will suit.

Music Licensing – Legally speaking we do need permission from the owner of the music you intend to use in your AV show.  However, you will generally not be harassed by a music company, provided, you do not intend to charge or make any commercial profit from your productions. Most AV competitions (APS and VAPS) make it clear that it is the AV Authors responsibility to give full and due credit the music author at the end of the show. Some local music artists may agree in writing to grant their permission (some are very obliging). If you display your show on YouTube, Facebook or on your own Website you must accept that there is a risk in displaying another person’s music online. Don’t worry I do it too.  However, I do have a show currently and officially Spotlighted on the Photodex (ProShow) website and I had to buy a licensed piece of music to have it displayed on this commercial website (it was $60 US dollars for a 99 year license). A lot but sometimes it is worth it.
Voice Recordings – A good and clear voice is important, it needs to be easy to understand.  The pace of the voice and where it falls within each slide is also very important. Most music and voice-overs will need to be blended together in a third party program.  Pro Show is not great in this regard. There are a few multi track blending programs out there for downloading (free).

Making AV’s are a very personal thing, it’s totally your choice, there is no right or wrong way, if your happy then sometimes that’s all that matters.
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